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WORLD EGG DAY CELEBRATIONS 

  

  World Egg Day was established at the International Egg Commission (IEC) 

Vienna 1996 conference when it was decided to celebrate World Egg Day on the second 

Friday of October each year. This year (2015) it was on Friday, 9th October, 2015.World 

Egg Day is a unique opportunity to help raise awareness of the benefits of eggs to being 

not only nutritious and delicious, but as nature’s vitamin pillhaving the power to feed a 

hungry world. All around the world, festivals, charitable events and city celebrations take 

place to recognize this small but mighty food source. 

India is one of the top producers of egg in the world. The annual egg production in 

the country is around 83 billion numbers. Egg is a wholesome, nutritious food with high 

nutrient density because, in proportion to their calorie count, they provide 12% of the 

Daily Value for protein and a wide variety of other nutrients like vitamins, essential amino 

acids and minerals such as vitamin A, B6, B12, folate, iron, phosphorus, 

selenium,cholineand zincetc. alongwith various other important ingredients so crucial for 

growth and good health. Protein in the nutrition is one of the most important health 

indices that affect children's growth and development. Lutein and zeaxanthin are two 

newly-recognized nutrients that have put eggs in the "functional foods" category. A 

functional food is one that provides health benefits beyond its basic nutrient content. 

Recent studies have shown that consuming lutein and zeaxanthin can significantly lower 

risk of age-related macular degeneration (AMD), a leading cause of blindness affecting 

people over the age of 65. In addition, there is a less likelihood of cataracts. 

By facilitating celebrations of World Egg Day, it is intended by DADF to create 

awareness of the nutritive value of eggs thereby benefitting both the consumers and 

poultry industry.Hence while organizing this event, not only were the concerned State 

Governments involved, butvarious stakeholders and Poultry Associations like National 

Egg Coordination Committee, Compound Livestock Manufacturers’ Association of India, 

Indian Federation of Animal Health Companies, Poultry Federation of India etc. were also 

roped in.  

This is the fourth consecutive year that the Department of Animal Husbandry, 

Dairying and Fisheries (DADF), Government of India is facilitatating celebration of the 

“World Egg Day” in the country. The first year’s celebrations, during 2013, were held at 

New Delhi, Bengaluru and Pune. During 2014, the celebrations were held at Chandigarh, 

Hyderabad, Kolkatta and Pune. This year 2015, celebrations were held at Lucknow for 

Northern Region, Pune for Western Region, Bhubaneswar for Eastern Region and 

Vijayawada for Southern Region.  

Region-wise celebrations undertaken during 2015 are summarized as follows: 

Southern Region: Vijayawada 

Department of Animal Husbandry & Veterinary Services, Govt. of Andhra 

Pradesh, the District Administration, Vijayawada and Central Poultry Development 

Organisation & Training Institute, Govt. of India organized World egg day at Vijayawada 

involving the major stakeholders like Gannavaram Veterinary College, Vijayawada, 

National Egg Coordination Committee (NECC), Andhra Pradesh Poultry Farmers and 

Breeders Association (APPFA), Srinivasa Hatcheries, Vijayawada.  
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The programme was organized with a 2km Run starting from Indira Gandhi 

Stadium to Siddhartha College at Vijayawada, followed by a grand function graced by 

Hon’ble Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh, Sri. N. Chandra Babu Naidu.  

 The 2 km run was planned by the district administration, Dept. of AH&VS and 

Govt. of India by inviting Skaters Association, Marathon Association, Veterinarians, 

Women groups, Anganwadi Group, Home Science College Students, Citizens etc. The 

run was flagged off by Zilla Parishad Chair Person, Vijayawada, Smt. Gadde Anuradha at 

7.45 am from Indira Gandhi Stadium. The ZP Chairperson addressed the gathering about 

the benefits of egg consumption for the family. Dr. Manmohan Singh, Principal Secretary, 

Govt. of AP, briefed the audience and the press persons about the event. Dr. Mahesh 

P.S., Director, CPDO&TI, informed about the role of Govt. of India in conducting the 

event. About 1,500 participated in the run. 

 A grand function was organized at Siddhartha College Auditorium, Vijayawada. 

Hon’ble Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh, Sri. N. Chandra Babu Naidu inaugurated the 

function by lighting a lamp and 

presented tributes to Sri. B.V. Rao, VH 

group. In his address he highlighted his 

experience as a poultry farmer and 

significance of eggs in his personal life 

for his fitness. Further, he highlighted 

the role of government, both state and 

central to do further research in various 

recipes of eggs similar to the lines in 

foreign countries. 

During the event, Hon’ble Chief Minister released egg cards and egg stickers 

marking the occasion. Sri. Sanjay Bhoosreddy IAS, Joint Secretary (ANLM), Govt. of 

India and other dignitaries presented egg basket to Hon’ble CM. The Joint Secretary, 

Govt. of India addressed the gathering and expressed thanks for the state of Andhra 

Pradesh. 

This function was graced by AP Assembly Speaker, Sri. Kodela Sivaprasad Rao, 

Minister for Agriculture and Animal 

Husbandry, Pattipati Pulla Rao, 

Member of Parliament, Sri. Kesineni 

Srinivas, MLA, Vijayawada North, Sri. 

Gadde Ram Mohan, President, AP 

Poultry Farmers Association, Dr. 

Sundar Naidu, CII-AP, Chairman, Sri. 

Suresh Raydu, Managing Director, 

Srinivasa Hatcheries, Dr. Somi Reddy, 

NECC Dr. Balaswamy and Sanjeev 

Chintawar.The District Administration 

headed by Collector, Krishna District, 

Sri. A. Babu IAS, supported the event in a befitting manner for the occasion.  

The District Animal Husbandry Department was represented by Dr. Somasekhar, 

Director, Dr. Damodar Naidu, Joint Director and his team. Managing Director, Karnataka 
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Poultry Farmers Association, Dr. Sriram Reddy represented Karnataka. Additional 

Director, Govt. of Tamil Nadu, Dr. Krishnan also graced the occasion. 

The function concluded with egg-recipe booklets and boiled eggs being served for 

the participants. The egg recipes include indigenous and exotic preparations like egg 

biryani, egg roll, egg curry, egg noodles, egg frittata, sweet and sour eggs, egg club 

sandwiches etc. which will elicit a lot of interest.The press and media covered the event 

widely in print and electronic media. 

 Around 10,000 eggs were distributed as boiled eggs and in egg biryani at the 

event. Previously in 2013 at Bengaluru and 2014 at Hyderabad a total of around 40,000 

eggs were distributed. 

Northern Region: Lucknow: 

Department of Animal Husbandry, Govt. of Uttar Pradesh in collaboration with 

Central Poultry Development Organization (NR), Chandigarh, National Egg Co-Ordination 

Committee (NECC) and Poultry Federation of India (PFI) celebrated the World Egg Day, 

2015at Centennial Inter College, Golganj, Lucknow on 9th October 2015.  

Dr.A.P.Singh, Director, Disease Control & Farms, Dr.Rajesh Babu, Director, 

Administration & Development, Deptt. of Animal Husbandry, Govt. of Uttar Pradesh along 

with their other technical staff were present 

alongwith Dr.A.Arun Kumar, Livestock Officer, 

DADF, Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers 

Welfare, Govt. of India, Dr.S.Ganesan, Asstt. 

Director, Central Poultry Development 

Organization (NR), Chandigarh, Shri.Ajit 

Singh, Chief Executive, NECC, Shri.Ramesh 

Chander Khatri, President, PFI, Shri.Deepak 

Mukhija, Business Manager, GSM, farmers 

and egg industry representatives. In this 

celebration, 510 school students of 6th to 9th class participated along with their teachers & 

Principal. 

Dr.RajeshBabu, Director, Administration 

& Development, Deptt. of Animal Husbandry, 

Govt. of Uttar Pradesh welcomed the gathering 

and has encouraged the students to consume 

the eggs daily as it is cheapest source of high 

quality protein. The nutritional benefit of eggs 

was explained by Dr.S.Ganesan, Asstt. Director, 

CPDO (NR), Chandigarh to the students. 

A road show was organized for creating 

awareness among the public upto 2Km with 

informative hand flags which raised the slogan of “Sunday ho ya Mondey roj khao annde” 

& many other slogans about eggs. To encourage the students to consume eggs a 

drawing competition was organized and prizes were distributed to the winners. A film 

show was presented to make aware the students about benefits of eggs in an interesting 

manner. The sponsors of the programme, NECC and PFI distributed boiled eggs, T-
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shirts, caps and informative hand bills in bi-lingual (Hindi and English) to the students and 

participants.  

 Around 12,000 eggs were distributed at the event. Previously in 2013 at Tihar Jail, 

New Delhi and 2014 at Chandigarh around 35,000 eggs were distributed. 

Western Region: Mumbai &Pune, besides all 34 Districts 

 World Egg Day 2015 was celebrated in all the 34 districts of Maharashtra and its 

talukas & Zila Parishad.Awareness  was created on the Nutritive value of Eggs & its 

importance in fighting Malnutrition by holding Presentations, Seminars , Discussions & 

participation of students in physical activities. 

 Besides Mumbai &Pune, large scale celebrations were held at Nagpur and Satara 

also. Prominent persons of each locality Corporators, Zila Parishad members, Officers of 

Education Department, students, Principals & teachers of respective schools along with 

general public actively participated in the 

celebrations. 

 Boiled Eggs along with information 

leaflet on eggs were distributed to the students 

& participants.Banners containing information 

on Eggs and its qualities were on display at all 

the celebration venues.Caps with symbol of 

eggs were also distributed. 

 DADF, GOI, Department of Animal 

Husbandry Govt. of Maharashtra, Municipal Corporation, Education Department & 

representatives of Poultry industry had come together for one single cause to drive away 

malnutrition and ensure nutritional security in the diet by Celebration of World Egg Day. 

Shri Mahesh Pathak, Secretary, Animal Husbandry Dairy Development & fisheries took 

special interest and led the preparation alongwith Shri Viswas Bhosale, Commissioner, 

Animal Husbandry,Maharashtra.  

 Dr. S P Sawant, Adll.Com. AH Pune, Dr. D D Parkale, DC, AH, Pune, Dr. R R 

Chandel, AC (Poultry), Dr. P.G. Phalke, Shri B S R Shastri, NECC, Pune, Dr. Dinesh 

Bhosle, A B Vista and Dr. Satyajit Jagtap, Novus 

were specially instrumental in organizing the 

event. 

 One major step taken by the Education 

Department, Government of Maharashtra on 

being requested by Animal Husbandry 

Department,is to consider theproposal for 

inclusion of eggs in theMid-Day Meal Scheme & 

other related schemes. 

 Around 1.8 lakh eggs were distributed all 

over Maharashtra this year. Previously in 2013 and 2014 a total of around 65,000 eggs 

were distributed. 
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Eastern Region: Bhubaneshwar 

The Fisheries and Animal Resources Development Department in Collaboration 

with Odisha Poultry Association, World Egg Day was celebrated in the state of Odisha. 

On eve of this occasion Odisha State Poultry 

Products Co-operative marketing Federation 

Limited (OPOLFED) opened a fresh chicken 

outlet near the campus of Odisha University 

of Agriculture and Technology, Siripur. This 

centre was inaugurated by Honorable 

Agriculture and Fisheries Minister Shri Pradip 

Maharathy along with Hon’ble Member of 

Parliament Shri Dr. Prashanna Kumar 

Pattshani and Shri Bishnupada Sethi, 

Secretary and Shri Devi Prasad Panda, Director, Animal Resource Development 

Department, Government of Odisha.  

The celebration is followed by a wide campaign of high raising balloon with 

different slogans in connection with World Egg Day. The Hon’ble Minister and Member of 

Parliament released different sizes of balloons and briefed to mediaabout World Egg Day 

and of the nutritive value ofegg and how it helps the infants, growing individuals, pregnant 

women etc.  

A Regional Poultry Conference of Eastern States continued at Hotel New Marrion, 

Bhubaneswar. The Fisheries and ARD Department in collaboration with Odisha Poultry 

Association organized this conference where Hon’ble Minister, Agriculture, F&ARD, 

Odisha graced the occasion as Chief Guest. Shri Gokul Chandra Pati, IAS, Chief 

Secretary and Shri Bishnupada Sethi, IAS, 

Commissioner-cum-Secretary, F&ARD 

graced the occasion as Guest of Honour.  

Two policies namely, Odisha Poultry 

Policy-2015 and Odisha Bovine Breeding 

Policy-2015 were released. A poultry 

farmers’ profile of Odisha was also 

released on this occasion. The State 

Government is also considering recycling of 

poultry waste for making poultry farming 

more environmental-friendly and 

economical.There was also felicitations of poultry entrepreneurs, stake holders and 

eminent poultry scientists during the above mentioned conference. 

On this auspicious occasion, pamphlets, leaflets, stickers were distributed as well 

as banners and hoardings were installed in different prime locations of twin cities of 

Odisha viz. Bhubaneswar and Cuttack and all district level head quarters for public 

awareness. District level debate and essay competitions were also organized. 

Furthermore, extra eggs were added in the Mid Day Meal programme to enlighten the 

importance of the day.  
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There was also participation from the Animal Husbandry Department of 

neighbouring States of Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand and West Bengal, wherein the 

representatives presented their state poultry scenarios. An interaction between Stake 

holders, scientist and Govt. officials was conducted.  Last year the event was held at 

Kolkata with great fervor. 

Way forward:  

In India the level of awareness about eggs and their nutritive value is low and this 

event of celebrating World Egg Day, will be a stepping stone to not only spread the 

knowledge of value of eggs in human nutrition, but also to encourage the private poultry 

farmers to pledge support to schools, hospitals and orphanages, supplying eggs to help 

provide the essential nutrition required and improve people’s overall health and diet. 

However, this is only voluntary and a continual effort is required to enable dissemination 

of information through various forum involving doctors, nutritionists, educationists, women 

& child institutions, concerned policy makers, and of course, layer & egg processing 

industry.  

Globally, an estimated one in four children under age 5 suffer from stunting, a 

form of malnutrition in which children are shorter than normal for their age. India has 

a large number of stunted children across all income groups. Stunting, or chronic 

malnutrition, is accompanied by a host of problems – weak immune systems, risk of 

sickness and disease, arrested cognitive and physical development, and a greater 

risk of dying before age five. It is believed by Nutritionists all over the world that the 

problems of malnutrition can be solved through use of one of the most affordable, high-

quality protein, that is, EGGS. 

 

****** 


