STATE MINISTERS’ CONFERENCE ON ANIMAL HUSBANDRY, DAIRYING AND FISHERIES ON 3rd FEBRUARY 2003 IN VIGYAN BHAVAN, NEW DELHI

PROCEEDINGS

Introduction:

A National Conference of State Ministers on Animal Husbandry, Dairying and Fisheries was organized by the Department of Animal Husbandry & Dairying, Ministry of Agriculture at Vigyan Bhavan, New Delhi on 3rd February 2003. Shri Ajit Singh, Hon’ble Union Agriculture Minister, Government of India, inaugurated and Chaired the Conference. Shri Hukum Deo Nayan Yadav, Hon’ble Union Minister of State (Agriculture), Government of India co-chaired the session. In all 26 Ministers from the State/Uts of Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Goa, Gujarat, Haryana, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Manipur, Orissa, Pondicherry, Punjab, Rajasthan, Sikkim, Uttar Pradesh, Uttaranchal, West Bengal and the senior officers of the respective states/Uts participated in the conference. The Conference was also attended by the officials of Department of Agriculture and Cooperation, Department of Agriculture Research and Education, North East and Tribal Welfare Department and various other Departments and Ministries. The important issues in the Animal Husbandry, Dairying and Fisheries sectors, which require immediate focus and attention, was discussed in this one-day conference. Besides, draft National Livestock Policy was also discussed in the conference. The list of participants is annexed with the proceedings.

Inaugural Session:

2.
Welcoming the participants Mrs. Binoo Sen, Secretary to the Government of India, Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying, Ministry of Agriculture lauded the visionary efforts of the Hon’ble Union Agriculture Minister for calling this Conference in order to evolve consensus on various policy matters and also to highlight the achievements and the issues relating to animal husbandry, dairy and fisheries. 

3.
Shri Hukum Deo Nayan Yadav, Hon’ble Union Minister of State (Agriculture), Government of India in his opening remark also welcomed all the delegates and briefly explained the features and the problems vested with the animal husbandry, dairy and fisheries sectors. He emphasised that the role of livestock and fishery development in increasing milk, meat, wool, egg and fish production, improving the nutritional standards of the people, generating employment opportunities and improving income levels in India especially of small and marginal farmers and agricultural labourers has been well established.

4.
He informed the participants that the Conference envisaged deliberations on various issues relating to livestock production, animal health, dairy and fisheries sectors including management of feed and fodder for drought management and drought proofing on long-term basis. Besides, rural income generation, food safety aspect of livestock products, gender participation in the policies and programme of these sectors etc. in the overall interest of increasing livestock and fishery production in the country. He hoped that this National Conference would provide a platform and an opportunity to all the participating States and Union Territories to highlight the various interventions needed to further develop these sectors in the country. 

5.
Shri Ajit Singh, Hon’ble Union Agriculture Minister, Government of India in his key note address also welcomed all the delegates and informed the participating delegates about the importance of the Animal Husbandry, Dairying and Fisheries sectors and its role in the National economy, with particular reference to the economic sustenance and income generation of the rural poor. He emphasised that this sector can be taken as one of the most potential sectors for growth. The growth pattern of this sector amply proves the hidden potential, which would require fullest exploitation through long-term/ perspective planning. The past investments made   have paid rich dividends as evident by the significant increase in the output from this sector.

6.
He further informed the participants that in view of the emerging global scenario in the after math of the WTO regimen and Liberalized trade policies, the Department drew up a vision statement and action plan for implementation during and beyond 10th plan. Further, a commitment has been made by Government of India to banish the “HUNGER” in 10 years time by doubling the food production. The recently announced Agriculture Policy Resolution reconfirms the same. A draft Livestock Policy was circulated to the states during the recently held meeting of the State Secretaries and it is to be finalized very soon. He expected that the Livestock Policy would indicate a road map for promoting growth of this sector by Center and States and encourage capital formation and resource mobilization.

7.
Drawing the attention of the delegates toward achieving higher growth in livestock sector, he informed that this would call for better quality inputs and services required for livestock production. And quality of goods and services can only be ensured through standardization and quality measures. This will apply for all items but for animal feed, vaccines and biological, semen and embryos, these would be essential. He asked the States that he would be happy to know of the measures already in place in the States in this regard. He hoped that the honorable delegates would also agree with him on urgent need for stringent monitoring programmes, if faster and higher growth rates were to be achieved.

8.
Hon’ble Agriculture Minister highlighted that fisheries sector is another important subscribers of agriculture in terms of value out put and foreign exchange earners. However, achieving the envisaged growth rate of 8% increase of inland fisheries and 2.5% in marine fisheries will also call for careful planning and responsible implementation. He requested the delegates for their views in the development of inland fishery and in marine fisheries under mechanized, motorized and artisanal sectors. This will not only have a bearing on the marine fisheries but also on socioeconomic conditions of fishermen. He reminded the delegates from the maritime States that he had the opportunity to discuss the important issues with Fisheries Ministers of Costal States in September 2002. 

9.
Concluding his keynote address he again highlighted the need to boost growth in livestock and fishery sector so that overall growth rate in agriculture is maintained despite stagnation in the crop sector. He called upon the delegates for their valuable suggestions emanating from grass root level experiences and requested to contribute to the deliberations liberally.
Presentation by Department of Animal Husbandry & Dairying:

10.
After the keynote address by the Hon’ble Agriculture Minister a presentation on Dairy Development and WTO was made by Shri D.S. Negi, Joint Secretary (A&DD) to the Government of India, Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying, Ministry of Agriculture. While making the presentation Joint Secretary highlighted various dimensions of dairy development and Government of India’s supplemental efforts through its Centrally Sponsored and Central Sector Schemes. He also highlighted dairy scenario of the country in the wake of WTO and informed the delegates how it is influencing the world dairy trade in general and the Indian dairy industry in particular. 

Business Session:

Deliberation by States on the Agenda

11.
The presentation by the Joint Secretary (A&DD), Department of Animal Husbandry & Dairying was followed by deliberation by the States on the agenda.

12. Shri Lichi Legi, Minister for Fisheries, Government of Arunachal Pradesh in his speech applauded the initiative of the Union Agriculture Minister for calling this much needed conference. He gave an overview of the activities of Andhra Pradesh Livestock Development Agency. He narrated how the livestock wealth of the State is contributing to the economy of the State and ameliorating the economic conditions of the farmers of Arunachal Pradesh. He emphasised the need of genetic improvements through modern technological interventions and urged the Government to supplement various activities of the Agency through adequate funding. He urged that loan waiving to the poor beneficiary farmers may be considered. He also drew the attention towards the fisheries destruction in the State and urged the central Government to provide funds to the State for the development of Fisheries.

13.
Shri Anandrao Naryanrao Deokate, Minister for Dairy Development and Fisheries, Government of Maharashtra in his speech highlighted the progress of dairy development in his State and informed the conference about the implementation of Centrally Sponsored Scheme on dairy development. Highlighting the fisheries development in the State he felt the need to the development of Ports and Jetties and asked to expedite the sanction of proposal for new Jetties submitted to Government of India. He also spoke about the need of motorisation of fishing crafts and to expedite the Japanese assistance asked for this purpose. He called for the assistance to the State for the generation of employment for the unemployed fishermen through training. He also emphasised the need to develop hatcheries for quality and disease free fish seeds as quality and disease free prawn seeds are not easily available in the State. 

14.
Shri M. Mahadev, Minister for Animal Husbandry and Sugar, Government of Karnataka said that the allocation in the livestock sector is low therefore to augment various livestock development activities user charges should be levied and Government of Karnataka has already started collecting user charges from the farmers. He also urged upon to explore the possibility of external funding. Talking about the animal diseases he felt the need to implement the scheme of disease free zone in Karnataka for the promotion of export. He told the conference that there is need to introduce milk and milk products to be served to the children under the mid day meal scheme so that surplus milk is purposefully utilised. He requested Government of India that funds once released to the States need not be revalidated if not spent by the State Government. He also spoke about the need for Human Resource Development, Research and Technology Development focusing livestock, problem of drought, fodder development and drought proofing management. Shri Vasanth V. Salian, Minister of State for Fisheries and Ports, Government of Karnataka urged for monsoon ban on fishing. He also urged the Central Government to increase the subsidy under the housing scheme.   

15.
Shri Lakshmikant Vajpayee, Minister for Animal Husbandry, Government of Uttar Pradesh in his address stated that due to drought situation cattle from Rajasthan are migrating to other States therefore a meeting with the States adjoining Rajasthan may be convened to sort out this problem. Referring to the drought conditions in the country he suggested that there should be restrictions on use of straws by the paper industry. He suggested that cattle insurance scheme should be started. He also suggested opening of veterinary dispensaries and use of ayurvedic medicines in animal disease control. He also suggested uniform act on Transportation of cattle, launching of campaign on the line of Pulse Polio to eradicate FMD and establishment of cold chain for vaccines. He suggested research on drought animal power and dung and creation of ICVR. He felt the need of taking steps for genetic upgradation of cattle through the quality semen and also emphasised the need for conservation of indigenous breeds. He said that fodder development should be the priority of the government and suggested creation of a Fodder Development Authority. Besides piggery development, he suggested that back yard poultry should be promoted in view of its importance in rural economy. He suggested steps to provide remunerative prices to dairy farmers and emphasised the need of assistance to dairy farmers for clean milk production.  

16
Shri G.C.Langthasa, Minister of Animal Husbandry and Veterinary, Government of Assam in his speech informed the conference about the implementation of various schemes in the state like NPCBB, IDDP and told that his State is now free from Rinderpest disease. He also informed that a comprehensive breeding policy is also being formulated in the State. Shri Bharat C. Narah, Minister for Fisheries, Government of Assam gave an over view of the fishery development in the State and informed about the Fishery Development Policy 2002 of the State. 

17.
Shri Bhupendrasinh Manubha Chudasma, Minister for Animal Husbandry and Fisheries, Government of Gujarat in his remarks agreed with agenda circulated for the conference. He emphasised the need for preservation of indigenous breeds. He also suggested development of poultry in the State. Talking about the fishery development in Gujarat he suggested that monsoon ban on fishing should be from 10th June to 15th August. He requested Government of India to provide funds for the development of Ports/ Jetties and also approval of Out Board Motors for fishing.

18.
Shri Kiranmoy Nanda, Minister incharge of Fisheries, Government of West Bengal in his speech felt the need for uniform fishing ban in the Bay of Bengal. He also suggested regulation of marine fisheries. He suggested to form a committee by the central government with state representatives to discuss the issue of regulation of marine fisheries. He suggested continuation of FFDA scheme in the 10th Plan. He also suggested that all agencies like MPEDA, etc should be brought under one umbrella i, e Ministry of Agriculture. He also suggested for setting up prawn hatcheries. He further suggested formation of Central Fisheries Board. Shri Anisur Rahaman, Department of Animal Resources Development, Government of West Bengal in his speech emphasised the need of livestock disease control. He also raised the issue of interstate transportation of animals. 

19.
Shri Mantri Prasad Nathani, Minister for Animal Husbandry, Fisheries and Dairy Development, Government of Uttaranchal in his speech gave an over view of the schemes being implemented in the state and informed the conference about the proposed breeding policy being formulated by the state. 

20.
Shri Shivnarain Meena, Minister of State for Animal Husbandry, Government of Madhya Pradesh applauding the initiative of Union Agriculture Minister for organising this conference gave an over view of the livestock wealth of the state and the programmes being implemented for the development of Animal Husbandry and Dairy Development. He informed the conference Livestock Breeding Policy of the State has been formulated and adopted and the Livestock Policy of the State is being finalised. He gave emphasis on poultry, sheep and goat development especially Jamunapari goats in the State. He also requested Government of India for establishing a National Poultry Development Board. 

21.
Shri K.V.Thomas, Minister for Fisheries, Government of Kerala began his speech by congratulating Union Agriculture Minister for bringing all the Ministers together to share the experiences and ideas on critical issues concerning these sectors. He commended Ministry’s effort to formulate Deep Sea Fishing Policy. He urged Government of India to explore the possibility of providing 50% assitance for land acquisition and rehabilitation under the Centrally Sponsored Scheme for Fishing Harbours. He also urged the Ministry to provide assistance for periodical maintenance and dredging operations required to keep the harbours functional throughout the year. He informed the conference that Kerala is observing Monsoon Trawl Ban for last many years and suggested complete fishing ban in other states on the west coast. He also suggested that MPEDA should be brought under the Ministry of Agriculture. He told that Cess collected by them should be ploughed back for the welfare of the fishermen. Referring to livestock he emphasised on Animal Disease Control, FMD eradication, breed improvement, field-testing for progeny and quality testing for feed and fodder.  

22.
Shri Ramakrishna Madhav Dhavlikar, Minister for Fisheries, Government of Goa in his speech pointed out that there has been increase in the mechanized trawlers therefore encouragement is needed for deep sea fishing by promoting motorisation. He also suggested that minor fishing harbours should be developed and funding from Government of India is needed for this. He requested that excise duty on diesel should be reimbursed. Recommending ban on fishing 5 km off the shore he suggested that the ban should be from 10th June to 15th August. Shri Dayanan Raju Mandrekar, Minister for Animal Husbandry, Government of Goa in his remark suggested that control of animal diseases including creation of disease free zones should be taken on priority.

23.
Shri Mohammed Ilyas, Minister for Animal Husbandry, Government of Haryana gave an over view of the programmes being implemented by the state and congratulated Union Agriculture Minister for his initiative in organising this conference. He suggested that cattle insurance, breed improvement programme, creation of disease free zones and extension should be given top priority. He also emphasised the need for promotion of prawn culture in the state and requested Government of India to provide assistance in this regard.

24.
Shri J.S.Kang, Minister for Animal Husbandry, Dairy Development and Fisheries, Government of Punjab emphasizing the importance of livestock development in the village economy stated that these sectors should be developed in order to improve the economic conditions of poor villagers. He emphasised the need of media in extension of these sectors.

25.
Smt. Draupadi Murmu, Minister of State for Fisheries and Animal Resources Development, Government of Orissa in her speech told about various programmes of livestock development, dairying and fisheries being implemented in the State. He urged the Central Government to finalise the Livestock policy in order to give future direction to the livestock sector. 

26.
Shri Hari Singh Kumher, Minister for Dairy, Animal Husbandry and Fisheries, Government of Rajasthan applauded the effort of the Ministry in taking initiative for organising this conference after the State Secretaries conference. He urged that additional financial resources should be allocated to the state so that adequate livestock development may be made possible. He suggested that information on the availability of credit on low interest rate may be provided to the farmers so that he can link this with central and state assistance for livestock development. He suggested establishment of Fodder Corporation of India to mitigate fodder shortage in the country. He informed the conference that Rajasthan has adopted a breeding policy for the state. He also suggested establishment of National Poultry Board for the development of Poultry in the country. He requested providing subsidy on electricity and water to the fishermen in the state.   

27.
Shri Y. Mani Singh, Minister for Veterinary & Animal Husbandry and Shri W. Keising, Minister for Fisheries, Government of Manipur in their speech narrated the important activities related to these sectors and urged the Central government for additional assistance for these sectors.

28.
Dr. Mohammed Javed, Minister of State for Animal Husbandry and Fisheries, Government of Bihar read the speech of Shri Sitram Singh, Minister for Animal Husbandry and Fisheries, Government of Bihar. He requested Government of India to provide additional funds for the development of these sectors in the state.

29.
The Plenary Session was held under the Chairmanship of Shri Hukumdeo Naryan Yadav, Union Minister of State, Agriculture, Government of India. In his closing remarks, he appreciated the participation of the State Ministers and lauded them for the meaningful and intensive discussion held during the Conference. He explained that such interactions are not only useful to evolve consensus on policy matters but also to enlighten each others on the impediments and the bottlenecks faced in the implementation of various Government programmes. He expressed happiness that some of the State governments have evolved pathbreaking approach while implementing the programmes relating to Animal Husbandry, Dairy Development and Fisheries. 

30.
The conference ended with Vote of Thanks, to the Chair and the participants by Shri D.S.Negi, Joint Secretary to the Government of India.

MAIN RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE STATE MINISTERS’ CONFERENCE ON ANIMAL HUSBANDRY, DAIRYING AND FISHERIES HELD ON 3rd FEBRUARY 2003 IN VIGYAN BHAVAN, NEW DELHI

RECOMMENDATIONS

The Conference has come out with the shared concern about the challenges to Livestock and Fisheries Sector in the context of WTO regime and the need for concerted efforts to improve the quality of livestock and livestock products as per a comprehensive National Livestock Policy. The following sectoral views have emerged from the Conference.

Animal Husbandry & Dairy Sectors

1. The states expressed over decrease in the allocation of resources to the livestock sector in the plan schemes. The States were generally in agreement that improvement of the livestock breeding is important but also increased remuneration to the farmers.

2. It is suggested that the Government should levy user charges to the services rendered by the Department. For example some States like Karnataka are already charging fees for the services like artificial insemination. Similar charges can also be levied for other services so that the quality of services can be improved and the fund so received can again be ploughed back for the development of animal husbandry.

3. Disease control is of immense importance from the farmers’ point of view. Therefore a massive programme is required to eradicate some of the diseases like Foot and Moth Disease. The State Government complimented the Government of India for efforts made in the eradication of Rinderpest from the country.

4. States were also of the opinion that there is need to form a separate body for carrying out research in the filed of animal husbandry. This body may be called the Indian Council of Veterinary Research and should be placed directly under this Ministry so that better synergies can be developed between the farmers and various research institutions.

5. Another suggestion which has direct impact on the marketing of milk and improving nutrition is the promotion of milk and milk products through the mid-day meal programme.

6. The Government of India may take up with the State Government the issue of fodder development on wastelands and degraded lands so as to over come the deficit in fodder supply.

7. Development of poultry and small ruminants like sheep goats are very important from the point of view of small and marginal farmers and specially in the hilly and backward areas of the country.

8. The State Governments suggested that the Government of India’s proposed livestock policy must reflect the regional cattle wealth of the country and ensure preservation of the indigenous breeds of livestock.

9. To discuss the problem of exodus of cattle from drought hit Rajasthan, a meeting of the neighbouring states of Rajasthan should be convened.

10. The issue of inter-state transportation of cattle was also discussed and it was the general consensus that there was a need to have a uniform law on the subject.

Fisheries Sector

11. Keeping in view the huge potential of employment and income generation through judicious use of large water bodies in the country, it was recommended that due importance should be given to inland fisheries as well.

12. Since the exploitation of inshore potential has almost reached the maximum sustainable yield level efforts should be made to exploit deep-sea resources.

13. For conservation of fish resources and sea safety reasons, it was decided to have uniform fishing ban in the western coast from 10th June to 15th August and from 15th April to 31st May in the East coast from 2003 onwards.

14. Since the ban will affect the poor fishermen the welfare measures should be strengthened specially for the women who are engaged in the fish processing industry.

15. To give a boost to exports and the processing industry, the post harvest infrastructure like fishing harbours, fish landing centers and cold chains should be strengthened.

16. States were informed that a project is being formulated for establishment and strengthening of infrastructure for fish seed production of cold water fish species in North-eastern States through Department of North-East Regime.

17. Steps are being taken by the Department of Animal Husbandry & Dairying for training of medium level State Fisheries Officers in project formulation as well as updating the technical skills in North-Eastern States.

Programme on Training of Women Self Help Group etc. through integrated Fisheries Project Cochin has been circulated to all coastal States.

Text of Speech of Honorable Union Agriculture Minister Shri Ajit Singh in the Conference held in Vigyan Bhavan, New Delhi on 3rd February 2003

It gives me immense pleasure in extending you all a warm welcome at this State Ministers’ Conference on Animal Husbandry, Dairying and Fisheries. I need not emphasise the importance of the Animal Husbandry, Dairying and Fisheries sectors and its role in the National economy, with particular reference to the economic sustenance and income generation of the rural poor.  This sector can be taken as one of the most potential sectors for growth. The growth pattern of this sector amply proves the hidden potential, which would require fullest exploitation through long-term/ perspective planning. The past investments made   have paid rich dividends as evident by the significant increase in the output from this sector.

2.
In view of the emerging global scenario in the after math of the WTO regimen and Liberalized trade policies, the Department drew up a vision statement and action plan for implementation during and beyond 10th plan. Further, a commitment has been made by Government of India to banish the “HUNGER” in 10 years time by doubling the food production. The recently announced Agriculture Policy Resolution reconfirms the same. A draft Livestock Policy has already been circulated to the states during the recently held meeting of the State Secretaries and it is to be finalized very soon. However, the Livestock policy resolution has to be in consonance with agriculture policy. I expect the Livestock Policy to indicate a road map for promoting growth of this sector by Center and States and encourage  capital formation and resource mobilization.

3.
One of the factors that is affecting the growth of this sector is resources availability and management. Slow pace of utilization of central grants, creates a negative impact on the growth potentials of this sector. Any claim for higher allocation for this sector must also be commensurate with faster availability and absorption of funds.

4.
In view of the large genetic resources, their breeding policy has to be clearly articulated taking into account the existing and projected   structure of the live stock population. One of the areas that are of concern for the Government is the conservation and improvement of the Indigenous breeds.  Focus on the conservation of established breeds of livestock has to have its priority keeping in view of their adaptability, disease resistance, feed conversion and other traits. This genetic diversity is being recognized as one of the potential source for integration of genetic material for evolving newer/tailor made livestock for definite purpose.

5.
In order to improve the genetic makeup of huge population of non descript cattle and buffaloes and improve the indigenous breeds a programme namely the National Project for Cattle and Buffalo Breeding (NPCBB) was launched in October 2000. The scheme also had an objective of reaching good quality breeding inputs at the doorsteps of the farmers. A sum of Rs. 78.00 crores have been released to 17 states.

6.
While states participating in the NPCBB will be able to address conservation concerns towards cattle and buffalo breeds other species will require special attentions because that may not be covered under a large scheme. I would request my colleagues to pay particular attentions in articulating views on conservation measures so that they help in translating into appropriate policies.

7.
Conservation and improvement programmes for livestock in developed countries is usually managed by farmer’s bodies with or without government support. The hallmark of such programmes is sound animal identification and performance recording system, which is also helpful for purposes like traceability besides use for genetic trend analysis. Lack of such a mechanism has not only slowed down genetic progress in our stock, but also put us to serious disadvantages in International Trade in livestock based products.

8.
One of the weakest areas in the Livestock, Dairying and Fisheries sectors is the absence of an interface between the farmers and our initiatives for the technology transfer, extension and entrepreneurship. The entrepreneurship and opportunities need to be projected with broad based programme for technology transfer in order to support the growth with backup of quality services and marketing opportunities.

9.
I would also like to emphasis that not only in my Department but in the hinterland as well, ladies play a pivotal role in livestock development. Their skill in these activities needs to be honed if higher productivity in small-holder system is to be achieved. Therefore, I would suggest that programmes for empowering women to take up livestock based enterprises may also be kept in view.

10.
One of the emerging concerns of the Government is the fall out of the WTO regimen, Trade liberalization with concomitant regulatory mechanism coming into operations and their impact on the domestic livestock industries. Some of the issues that prompted the government to undertake corrective measures to protect the sectoral trade interests were the MMPO, import of Skimmed milk powder, Butter oil etc. The measures under taken by the government had the salutary effect of stabilizing the impact of liberalized trade policy with no/marginal effect in the dairying industry. However, the potential for export of the dairy products, cannot be exploited unless quality standards and SPS requirement for the commodities are as per international requirement. Since these issues are going to stay for a long time it would be required to deal such issues by improving the institutional framework and instituting a “Watch dog” mechanism for quality assurance. The legal backup and information database need to be strengthened to ensure the sustainability of the live stock trade in particular and agriculture at large.

11. The sustainability of the livestock production system in the country is handicapped due to perpetual shortage of feed and fodder. Even though the Indian livestock industry by and large is dependent on the agricultural residues or waste material and naturally available green fodder.  Alternative remunerativeness of agro-residues has further reduced their availability for livestock. This is compounded by the fact that the common property/grazing facilities are fast depleting. This year the unprecedented draught conditions in the larger part of the country has brought the problem to sharp focus. Even though the various aspects of the calamity relief are being monitored and remedial measures coordinated under National Disaster Management (NDM) division under Department of Agriculture and Cooperation, we need to address the problem feed and fodder shortage by under taking  long term measures   supported by legislative back up so that fodder cultivation as an integral part of the land use plan of the state is ensured . A mission mode project on Fodder may be thought of for drought proofing and long-term solutions. 

12.
Feed is a major input for livestock production. Compounded balanced feed is one way of better nutrient management. The need to have better quality control and standards for feeds cannot be over emphasized. I would appreciate your views on regulation of quality of feed staff.  

13.  Importance of generating reliable disease information, based on verifiable database is increasing. This would call for tapping all the potential existing in the state, universities and other sister organizations in line with establishment of four Regional Laboratories and Central Laboratory using the facilities of the state and ICAR institutions.  The current animal quarantine and risk analysis systems would need strengthening in terms of infrastructure and competence. Hence there is need to focus on human resource development in this regard.  

14.
The programmes pursued by the Department under various schemes for prevention and control of various diseases has provided excellent results. No new exotic diseases have been reported from the country. The National Rinderpest Eradication Programme has achieved another milestone by obtaining the zonal “Substantive Freedom Status” from OIE for three out of the four zones of the country. New Vaccines for the control of “Pesti petit des ruminant” or “PPR” (a disease of small ruminant similar to Rinderpest but caused by different virus) has been cleared for commercial production, development of a diagnostic kit for sero surveillance of Rinderpest has been developed and approved by OIE. A Large programme to develop “Disease Free Zone” with particular reference to Foot and Mouth Disease is also being contemplated.

15.
The regulatory mechanism for the import and export of Livestock and Livestock Products has been given appropriate legal support by undertaking the amendment of Livestock Importation Act. However, the absence of a uniform legislation for the control of movement of livestock across the country is a handicap for effective control of diseases. The Infectious and Contagious Diseases Act, which is in final stages of approval, would further strengthen the regulatory mechanism and disease control efforts. It will be essential to ensure wholehearted support of the state machinery to these regulatory measures.

16.
Higher growth in livestock sector would call for better quality inputs and services required for livestock production. And quality of goods and services can only be ensured through standardization and quality measures. This will apply for all items but for animal feed, vaccines and biological, semen and embryos, these would be essential. I shall be happy to know of the measures already in place in the states in this regard. I hope that the honorable delegates will also agree with me on urgent need for stringent monitoring programmes, if faster and higher growth rates are to be achieved.

17.
In some quarters a strong view is expressed in favour of giving industrial status to poultry.  This forum will provide a platform to express views on the issue. We may not forget that role of the backyard poultry production and possibility of organic production of egg and poultry meat, market for which is growing. 

18.
From 2003 Quinquennial Livestock Census will be conducted by the Department of Animal Husbandry in collaboration of Animal Husbandry Departments in the States. I would expect the implementing agencies to gear up for the 17th Census and promptly bring out the Report to facilitate policy decisions on the basis of updated records.

19.
 Fisheries is another important subscribers of agriculture in terms of value out put and foreign exchange earners. However, achieving the envisaged growth rate of 8% increase of inland fisheries and 2.5% in marine fisheries will also call for careful planning and responsible implementation. I would particularly look for views of my colleagues in marine fisheries under mechanized, motorized and artisanal sectors. This will not only have a bearing on the marine fisheries but also on socioeconomic conditions of fishermen. I had the opportunity to discuss the important of issues with Fisheries Ministers of Costal States in September 2002. You will find a reflection of deliberations of September 2002 in the agenda notes.  

20.
I have no intention of setting an agenda different from the one presented by the department. But before I conclude I would once again highlight the need to boost growth in livestock and fishery sector so that overall growth rate in agriculture is maintained despite stagnation in the crop sector. I shall be looking forward to your valuable suggestions emanating from grass root level experiences and hence request you to contribute to the deliberations liberally.

Thank you.

Text of Speech of Hon’ble Union Minister of State, Agriculture Shri Hukumdeo Naryan Yadav in the Conference held in Vigyan Bhavan, New Delhi on 3rd February 2003

1.
Hon’ble Union Agriculture Minister, Shri Ajit Singh Ji, Chairman of this Conference, Mrs. Binoo Sen, Secretary, Animal Husbandry and Dairying, Government of India, all the State Ministers and other dignitaries attending this conference. 

2.
It gives me great pleasure to extend a warm welcome to all of you at this National Conference. As you are aware that the Animal Husbandry and Fisheries sectors play an important role in the national economy and in the socio-economic development of the country. These sectors also play a significant role in supplementing family incomes and generating gainful employment in the rural sector, particularly among the landless, small, marginal farmers and womenfolk besides providing cheap and nutritious food to millions of people. Presently the employment in the livestock sector is approximately 9.56 million in principle status, and another 7.86 million approximately in subsidiary status. Livestock and Fishery Sectors provide milk, eggs, meat and fish to meet the animal protein requirements of the large human population. The value of output from livestock and fisheries sectors together at current prices has been about Rs. 167,205 crores at current prices during 2000-01 (Rs. 144,088 crores for livestock and Rs. 26,117 crores for fisheries), which is about 30.3 per cent of the value of the output of Rs. 561,717 crores from total Agriculture & allied Sector. The contribution of these sectors in the total GDP during 2000-01 has been 6.7%. During past five-year plans, several measures have been initiated by the Government to increase the productivity of livestock, which has resulted in significant increase in the milk, egg, meat, wool and fish production.

3.
The National Agriculture Policy, announced by the Government in 2000, which aims to attain a growth rate in excess of 4 per cent per annum in the agriculture sector, stresses the importance of food and nutritional security issues and the importance of animal husbandry and fisheries sectors in generating wealth and employment. Since the present growth rate in crop production is around 2%, higher growth rates of 6 to 8% in Animal Husbandry sector, would help in achieving the targeted growth rate of 4% for the Agriculture sector as a whole. The Policy proposes to accord high priority to diversification of production, increasing protein availability in the food basket and generation of exportable surpluses. Health care, fodder production, and freedom from animal diseases are some of the other areas of importance, as envisaged in the Policy document. The National Agriculture Policy also lays stresses on the importance of food and nutritional security through diversification of agriculture in animal husbandry and fishery sector. 

4.
The commitment of the Government in doubling of food production by the year 2007 also calls for rapid increase in the production of livestock, fish and fishery products. Keeping these in view, the emphasis of the Department for the Tenth Plan is on rapid genetic upgradation of cattle and buffaloes, provision of health cover including creation of disease free zones, provision of nutritious feed and fodder, integrated approach to marine and inland fisheries, development of deep sea fishing, etc. On fisheries, an integrated approach to marine and inland fisheries, designed to promote sustainable aquaculture practices, has been envisaged. The fields of biotechnological applications in the genetics and breeding, immunology and disease control are some of the other priority areas. The policy indicates that deep-sea fishing will be developed to take advantage of the vast potential of the resources in the country’s exclusive economic zone. Tenth Plan (2002-07) for the Department has been finalized with a total Allocation of Rs. 2500.00 crores for implementing 17 schemes.

5.
As you are also aware that due to less than adequate allocation of resources for Plan programmes and schemes, the investment in the livestock and fishery sectors has not been to the desirable extent. More over the amount released under various Centrally Sponsored and Central Sector Schemes have not been utilised by many states and there is lot of unspent balances lying with them. As a result, desired physical parameters could not be achieved besides resulting in time and cost over runs of the projects. There are many possible reasons for this, including a thin spread of scarce resources on account of proliferation of both Central and Centrally Sponsored Schemes with similar objectives within a sector and across sectors, inadequate monitoring of Plan expenditure and, more importantly, the general inefficiency and ineffectiveness in transforming our scarce resources into desired outcomes. At a juncture when we are projecting a ambitious GDP growth rate of 8% per annum in the Tenth Plan, we have not only to take serious steps for mobilizing additional resources for stepping up our investment rate, but we also need to address all these other concerns.

6.
In view of the prevailing drought situation in the country the importance of feed and fodder in livestock production hardly needs to be emphasized. Attention is needed for cultivation of fodder crops and fodder grass/trees to improve animal nutrition. In addition creation of fodder banks, effective feed and fodder management, proper health care under drought conditions, infrastructural and institutional arrangements for supply of feed and fodder to the farmers need to be seriously looked into. These issues need to be addressed on priority for sustainable and economic livestock production.

7.
The fisheries sector has been recognised as a powerful income and employment generator as it stimulates growth of a number of subsidiary industries and is a source of cheap and nutritious food, at the same time it is an instrument of livelihood for a large section of economically backward population of the country. India has a coastline of 8118 km and an EEZ of 2.02 million sq km. About a million people are involved in fishing operations. The development of deep-sea fishery industry is of concern to the entire marine fishery sector because it would have considerable impact on the management of near-shore fisheries, shore-based infrastructure utilisation and post-harvest activities, both for domestic marketing and export.

8.
India has vast inland water resources in the form of rivers and canals (0.2 million km), reservoirs (3.1 m ha) and tanks and ponds (2.2 m ha) offering tremendous scope for fish production. The extensive network of Indian rivers (45000 km) constitutes one of the major inland fisheries resources of the country. The present day riverine fishery is below subsistence level with an average yield of 0.3 tonne per km, which is only about 15% of their actual potential. Fisheries in inland open waters systems have been an important source of livelihood security and nutritious protein for the growing population in the country. The country has a large untapped potential for rural aquaculture and it can contribute considerably to improve the livelihoods of poor people. The future development of aquaculture will depend on improvements in new and adaptive research and management, especially in relation to emerging environmental issues and their mitigation. Fish farming integrated with agriculture and livestock production along with other rural activities is sine qua non for ameliorating the economic conditions of farmers. The growth and development of the fisheries co-operatives in the country is yet to reach the desired level. Emphasis also needs to be laid on fisher-women co-operatives and self-help groups. 

9.
Similarly, in the fast developing international scenario of trade and food security, non-tariff trade barriers are likely to play a major role. In the light of growing interest in linking environment and labour standards to international trade, these developments could be seen as an opportunity as well as a matter of concern. In fact the greatest denial of market access for fish and fish products from developing countries in future could be under the mantle of hygiene, quality and food safety standard. Central or state fisheries authorities, together with fish worker organizations and the scientific community could develop sustainability criteria and a management mechanism, which are realistic and practical. This would ensure that such trade barriers do not impact the livelihood of the fishers. 

10.
The role of livestock and fishery development in increasing milk, meat, wool, egg and fish production, improving the nutritional standards of the people, generating employment opportunities and improving income levels in India especially of small and marginal farmers and agricultural labourers has therefore been well established. This Conference envisages deliberations on various issues relating to livestock production, animal health, dairy and fisheries sectors including management of feed and fodder for drought management and drought proofing on long-term basis. Besides, rural income generation, food safety aspect of livestock products, gender participation in the policies and programme of these sectors etc. in the overall interest of increasing livestock and fishery production in the country. 

11.
I do hope that this National Conference would provide a platform and an opportunity to all of us to highlight the various interventions needed to further develop these sectors in the country. Wish you all the very best.

********************************************************************************************
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